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] Abstract

Rehabilitation Training and Employment of persons with Disabilities: A Social,

Consultative, and Financial Research Study

This study aimed at finding out the financial benefits which the country will gain
in the next 10 years from the employment of persons with disability after they have been
trained and rehabilitated to meet the demands of the job market in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. It also aimed at uncovering the legislative ,social ,and economic barriers
which limit the effectiveness of the rehabilitation ,training ,and employment of persons
with disabilities .This study can be categorized as descriptive analytical ,and it consists
of two main parts:

The first part utilized mixed approach that combined quantitative and qualitative
research methods .In addition ,it utilized the methods of social survey of a sample that
consisted of 345 from persons with disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia .It also
utilized content analysis in examining polices ,regulations and practices related to the
subject of rehabilitating ,training ,and employing people with disabilities which are be-
ing utilized in the rehabilitation centers .It also analyzed practices of international and
regional leading practices .Furthermore ,the study utilized various tools suitable to the
research methods which are employed in the study such as the questionnaire which was
applied electronically ,focused semi-standardized interview and workshops with special-
ists and persons with disabilities in the various regions of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabi,
in addition to field visits ,information guides ,statistics and official documents.

The second part included the financial aspect which utilized the financial analysis
methods for the elements of the study related to the study objectives which included:
The financial costs for training programs for rehabilitating and training persons with
disabilities ,the financial cost for the shadow assistant programs ,the financial costs for
the training programs if they were to be offered in person ,virtually or in a combined
format within a specialized national academy for rehabilitation ,training and employ-
ment of persons with disability.

The study also explored a number of internationally leading models in the field of
training ,rehabilitation and training of persons with disabilities which can be emulated

in the development of a plan for a national academy that provides rehabilitative and
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training programs for persons with disabilities in person and virtually that lead to the
employment of persons with disabilities .

The Study has concluded that various legislative ,social ,and economic barriers
exist thus limiting the opportunities of employment for persons with disabilities .Of the
most important barriers is the absence of a data bases and accurate statistics on persons
with disabilities ,particularly those who are trained and qualified for employment .An-
other barrier was found is the incompatibility of training programs with the interna-
tional standards and requirements .The study provided recommendations for training
programs for persons with disabilities that can be offered in person ,virtually ,and in a
combined format .These program are designed to help people with disabilities according
to (1) the types of their disabilities ,and (2) the demands of the job market in the present
time as well as in the future according to the regional needs and characteristics of the
various regions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study concluded that employing persons with disabilities in the Kingdom will
result in a revenue for the Country that could reach in the year 2030 the total of11 billion
Saudi Riyals.

The study presented some recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the
rehabilitation ,training and employment of persons with disabilities in a manner that is
compatible with the international standards ,and ,at the same time helps in achieving

the Kingdom"s Vision 2030 in achieving societal wellbeing and sustainable development.
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